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The New Theory of International Cooperation:

From the Perspective of Dual Rationality

Liu Xuelian Sang Pu

Abstract: Multilateral cooperation is getting more and more attention in the
contemporary world, but there are still many problems caused by flawed theory.
According to the old theory of international cooperation, state is presumed as an
instrumental and individual rational actor which will inevitably lead to conflicts in the
process of cooperation. This article believes that the reason of state should be adjusted
based on realistic international environment and national interaction, so does the
cooperation theory. When countries open themselves to cooperation, they also have to
make sure that instrumental reason and value reason, individual reason and public
reason are well balanced. The new theory of international theory can be realized by
the adjustment of reason of state, the construction of collective identity. The results

still need to be assured by institution arrangement.

Key words: Theory of International Cooperation; Reason of State; Instrumental

Reason; Value Reason
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