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On the Chinese Consciousness and the Boundary of
China’s Neighboring Countries Studies: A Discussion with
Professor Shi Yuanhua

Liu Xuelian

Abstract: Since the concept of China’s Neighboring Countries Studies was put
forward by Professor Shi Yuanhua in 2018, remarkable achievements have been
made in this field, but it, as a discipline, still has a long way to go. As part of
the theoretical exploration of the Chinese School, China’s Neighboring Countries
Studies tries to explain the relationships between the concrete practice of China's
neighboring diplomacy and the historical and cultural traditions of China, and solve
problems like the future development of the relations of China with its neighboring
countries, from the perspectives of China’s interest and position in order to break
the shackles of Western theories of international relations and form the Chinese
self-consciousness at the same time. This paper not only reinterprets the concept of
neighborhood, but also clarifies the theoretical boundary of China’s Neighboring
Countries Studies in the analysis of the differences between China’s Neighboring
Countries Studies and China’s Frontier Studies, and so on. On this basis, it puts
forward some suggestions on constructing a multi-level and crisscrossed theoretical
system of China’s Neighboring Countries Studies. Facing the future, this paper
believes that China’s Neighboring Countries Studies not only needs to pay more
attention to the new changes of the three levels of interactions, but also needs to
further promote the theoretical studies with the help of the great practice of the Belt

and Road Construction.

Key Words: China’s Neighboring Countries Studies; Accademic Debate; Chinese

Self-Consciousness; Limitations of Theory; Belt and Road Initiative
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